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“CHAINAROL"

At some stage of the history of Manipur
in the past there was a time when Manipur
was divided into various principalities each
ruled by the Kings of Meiteis, Moirangs, Khu-
mans, Hcirem Khunjans, Khende, Chairen and
so on, as is evidenced by CHAINAROL.
The people of the time were highly patriotic
and noted for chivalrous activities and gallantry.
Their bravery was of such a high order that
they welcomed any challenge even at the cost
of their lives. This book CTHAINAROL pro-
fusely sings of a number of such heroes born
in Manipur. The book does not discuss matters
about fights between kings of the different prin-
cipalities but it treats of dual bouts between
heroes figuring prominently from amongst the
commoners by dint of their valour and prowess.
They used bow and arrow or spear in the bouts
with a code of strict rules, the violation of which
was considered as a sin for which the breaker
had to atone by God’s decrce.

When two persons bore enmity between
themselves they entered into a bout as an ordeal
of God. For instance, the Khende King Haotak
Laiba had made an allegation against his friend
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Yaphurakpa, the king of Chairen to the effect
that he had had illicit connection with the
former’s wife Shedou-Toungam-Hoi-Hoibi and
asked the latter to pay bride price. The King
of Chairen denied the charge by taking oath on
God. When the King of Khende did not believe
in it, the King of Chairen proposed to take resort
to the ordeal of God by having a bout with bow
and ‘arrow. Thus they had their bout. The King
of Khende shot first, then the King of Chairen
shot the arrow and could hit the former. Thus
they amicably settled their differenc's and esta~
blished their friendly relation.

"The rules of bout were simple in form but
austere in nature and observance. When an
unarmed man is challenged, he could fetch his
arms and fix a day for the bout. Sometimes, in
spear-bout, the two rivals measured out a dis-
tance acceptable to both of them with the length
of their spear handle, fixed their stand-point,
and thus had their ordeal, They were dauntless
heroes and had not the slightest fear of dzath.
Surrendering the choice to begin hurling the
weapon first against the other was an open
honour which was greatly valued as the sign of a
true heroe.

The motto of the then people was like this-
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the law of man is not inevitable like God’s law;
man hasto submit himself both to nature’s
law where there is no court of appeal and also
to man-made laws for which there is appeal,
They preferred obeying Divine law or decision
to man-made laws. That is why they left every-
thing to the ordeal of God, howsoever wicked
and knavish one might be. They used to swear
in the name of the Earth and Sky and believed
that their God like forefathers would endow
them with justicee. How a widow tried to
wreak vengeance upon the killer of her husband,
who was killed by foul means, will be seen from
the sequence of an ordeal between Heirem
Kangbisu and Chakha Moiremba of Khuman.
In their ordeal, Moiremba had his lot first and
threw his spear and could make a slight scratch
with blood on the body of Heirem Kangbisu,
but the latter flatly denied it by saying that
it was due to the bite of leech while he was
ploughing in the morning. On his turn, Kangbisu
threw his spear and killed Moiremba. Leima
Namoon Chaobi,the widow of Moiremba was
so shocked with the treachery that she took a
vow of revenge. Heirem Kangbisu became a
terror. Nobody dared to fight with him. The

widow’s anxious scarch for a match for her
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husband’s enemy was of no avail. Ultimately,
she hastened to Shikhong and found the uterine
younger brother of her husband, Shikhong Ning-
thouba who brought about the revenge.

Sometimes the killer and the killed had
their meals together and enjoyed wine in a
sportsman like spirit before the head of the
vanquished was ¢ut off. The dead body was
cremated by the killer himself if he was requested
to do so by his victim. But the victor took home
the head as a trophy.

This book is packed with geographical dc-
counts. The historical background of place or
village names is also expostulated in this book,

The original manuscript was written during
the reign of Maharaja Mungyamba of Manipur
of the the 16th Century.

N. Khelchandra Singh.
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